
THE SECOND CORPS
IN THE WILDERNESS

Vivid Pictures of Fighting.No 'lime to Wash
Faces in Two Days.A Horrible

Battlefield. i
uv ithat mawi-xi.,

llf '."irnhi,
After Cliotieellorsvllle and the deslb'

of Stonowull Jackson, Mo'Jor-Gencrol lt.
H. Em eil succeeded to the command of
tho Second Corp*, with the rank oi
llou tenant-general. II« was a man 'if
distinguished courage ami ability.
While not possessed of the dunn of
.laoknon, be tvaa uioco prudent, perlltipr,hover lacking, böwevor, in successfully
earrylllg out all ordern given hint by
ilia chief. Ho was quick to poreclvo
»»>. advantage gained, always had his
'.orps wel| In hand for any emergency.
His men had entire ..onlldvncn In hit
abilityi and 1 always considered him
the equal of any corps commander
imJor whom . nerved. Hlatorj noes
not glvo him tho credit >>r the promt-
ntincu in: so rlubly desrve*.. At Gotlys-
burg and hl Uiu two campaign* follow¬
ing, where tho strategy of our chlol
addod additional lustre to hin fume,
Ewell's handling of hla corps was tu-
perb. Ho wiiu tell. Slim of ligure, palo
always an a. ghost, ui«d crutches (hail
lort a limb above the knee Ifi Jackson's
Vnlley campaign In 18*2>, and very
hotnoly In appearance, so much so that
It was the wonder of tho army w|iy the
lövelj 'Widow Drown ever made up her
mi'id to marry hltn. Ho was a* bravo
as j lion, and his men loved lilni und
never faltered In going where ho di¬
rected, tie was gentle and kind, easy
of approach, and «. good horseman. Ho
wan proud of his corps and of Ha rec¬
ord. It had never foiled Oenornl l^cu
.in i.il occasions whore duty called,
mid now was t» be. called on to open
tl.:iinpnlgti of ISGI.

(ipneral flrant was In uominaiid of
t iu Army ..r the Potomac Ho was
n>"..- in US. HIh army wa-.t suld t>> oo
reorganized and every arm of serv'ca
placed in tho best of condition Hin
numbers were said to bo H*j,000 men.
and tho force we had to meet tiicso
numbered 52,000.so rue difference, you
muat a-'knowledRc, In odds, but Gen¬
eral Eeo commanded us, and he fully
made up Ihn differene«. Our army
wan '...-altered for mite;» up and down
the rtipirtan River- Our corps woe on
i) .¦> extreme rlicht of Morton's 1'ord.
A. P. Hill to our left, and I-onsstreot
at Gordonsvllle, »otne twenty miles
south of our centre.

It was May, and the air to balmy
wo knew that spring wsji near. Tho
truest wern Ic.iflesn, but the Hugo of
Krcen from tho grans w»s visible. We
heard that General Grant had crossed
the Kapidan st Oermanna I'ord, and
that was all. In fact, he had crossed
without any opposlllor. and hlu army
had continued Its march until Us front
had reached Bpottylv anlo. Courthousa,
.sumo fifteen miles, and was rapidly on
l:a way to Richmond, unopposed, Ita
roar ending the first day at a point
v. hero tho Oranna Plko passtd Into the
I'redorloksburg Plank Hoad, and Wil¬
derness Tavern, about four tnllcs from
Cortnanna Pord. Now mark the strat¬
egy and audacity of General Lee. In¬
stead of moving south and east to head
off Grant, ho boldly advanced tho Sec¬
ond Corps down the Turnpike Road,
almost to Wilderness Tavern, whero
the tall of thq enemy's column wag, and
cried to the moving column of blue..
"Haiti" The battle was to take place
on ground of our choosing.the Wil¬
derness. Wo knew the location well.
A year previous we had made the
flank movement on Hookor ot Cheri-
collorsvtlle, and our base was "Wilder¬
ness Tavorn. and a short time previous
liau awaited at Mine Run the attack
that never came, from thin same army.
On Nay 4 tho corps was ordered to

advance dpwn the Turnplko no»d.
'J'ho march was as usual.march on
hour and rest ten minutes. Tho re¬
gion wo were passing through wus
sparsely settled. Thors was no cavalry
In sight, nor artillery.nothing to Indi¬
cate wo wero hunting trouble. About
r> o'clock, wo begun to march moro
slowly, moving a short distanco at a
time, slopping, then moving on oualn.
This always denoted the prosenco ot
tho enemy. Conversation ceased; every
soldier became alert and watching
every sign. Wo were fully an h/nr
marching a mile. Nii;ht vns approach¬
ing. There was no llrlnp; of any kind,
simply silence, and wc soon moved to
tho side of tho rood and went Into
bivouac, inok'ng our pulleta on tho
ground, with tho bright stars for n
covering, and went to sleep, "never
thinking of tho morrow."
At daylight on the morning of the

. tit wo were on tho pike, road, ready to
move; directly wc began to move,
but In a elow. searching way,
so continuous ap to bo almost unbear¬
able. We know tho reason. The enemy
wa-3 near our front, And wo were lock¬
ing for a position. Not a gun could bo
heard nor any one bo seen. \Ve had
.ntered tho Wilderness. There was nn
open road on which ws were moving
and to right and left an Impenetrable
jungle.

All was silence, savo u slight wind
moaning among tho trcelops, ap if
sighing for what tv^s so soon to takn
place. Still moving, slowly, cautiously,
the lino kept on. It was torrlbly try¬
ing on the nerves; worse than If
ftctuslly lighting, and if one's nerves
. ver turned against one's sell'. It Man
under just such circumstances, oh
fear, if it"ever comes. Is always just
jjrevlouH to a fight, The first gun dis¬
pel* all fear, and action follows.
Äfovlng down tho roads perhaps a helf-
mlle, we moved olf on right in line of
ibatUe. How v.'.o tore through tho
bushes and growth I cannoL say. Ad¬
vancing rapidly, wo suddenly halted.
Jn less than five minutes every man
hnew that we wero not in right po¬
sition; wo wero narnilol with the
road we had been marching on, and
reason told us w/> shduld. bo at rightfuigles. We were on extreme left of
'^^iiaSSSi^sSS^?-^* ltne on-

nur left; simply a jungle of bushes!
lhat you could not see Into letl f*Set.I Wo Ml axle no iiueatlon; we had been!I sent there. und. lying down, n will lud;j event-*, it 3'>on catuu. with no sound!I of tiring guns. Invisible bullets cahio
.Vaslng from the point dlroctly In our |j rear, where \\ c ha.J Just came from.
Several of my company wore hilled and

j wounded. The bullets continued colli-
lue*: no enemy could be sunn or heard;thero was uo earthly us" to lie there;ami be slaughtered, so we moved ?U|ithe line to our colors and halted. Bul¬
lets, still came, apparently from the
rear, so we continued moving u;i the.
lino (telescoping, it is called); still
no enemy could !(<¦ sern, nor the sound
of guns tiring, but tho men atlll wer«
toeing killed nnd wounded. Slowly we
continued telescdplns until we »r-
rived at the right of tho brigade, a
maes of men r> ady to fight, but no
enomy to bo seen. An old field of about
an acre, covered with old broom run-.and wo hatted and began firing backI down the line wn bnd retreated over;
not seeing an enemy, but firing on
general principles, It w«a uncanny andI demoralising, bul there was no panic,simply a strong doslrn to sec thu
enemy and to 'hare'* him. A sixteen*
yenr-obl recruit, lhat had Joined us
a short time before, was ulandlng by
me with a smile on his face, said: "You |boys have alwa>h written home that
you always whipped the YunHeos; I
think they iir* gett'ng the best of you
tbla time." Walt h. minute," 1 said,
"and all thin will change," I asked whyhe was nol firing, and he said he rould
see nothing to «hont at, and smilingly
sal,* h!« gun would not shoot .It wan
an old one out of condition, just then
one of our men fell. Telling hlrn to

; lake that gun quick, ho asked what
should be shoot oL t»nklnc: neross
the broomsage llebl I -iw the Yankee
colors flaring, nut no men In sight. 1
axld: "IShoot right at the foot of these;
aome one Is there." lie began tlr'ng at
once; we had been doing so for half
on hour.
In the meantime h fresh briaarth had

poiiic In on our ieft. and In n twink¬
ling of nn eye things were reversed.
Back down the line we charged lit full

i run. tho enemy coming from every tree
and bush, giving us something to
shoot at. On wo charged, soon arrlv-l
ing where we had first commenced'
moving, back, and stopped an instant,to speak to my friend Whittle, who
-van wounded In the leg, and could
not retreat with III, He vas dying.The enemy had bayoneted hlin four
times through the body as they passed,
nnd shot ond killed several others who
bad also been wounded. The ground
was covered with thalr own doad and
wounded. On we rushed after the ro-
treating fo*. They wqro more in mass
now, and we could do more execution.
Wei had charged back to where the
pike roud went down a hill through an
open field. On we went after the col¬
umn. At tho foot of the hill wero two
pieces of cannon the enemy wero load¬
ing, but ihn horses ware all killed. In
five minutes we had those guns, and
stopping to old In roverslng thr.ni so
its to Are. them back at the retreating
foo. 1 heard some son say: "Look
there!" Glancing across tho field,
came n fresh line of the enomy, about
10(1 yards. Juet by us was a deep gul¬
ly which conturles of rain had washed,
dnd Into this gully wo all plied. It
was about eight feet wldo and ten feet
dcop. Wn were in It sure enough.I Could seo nolthrr ahead nor behind.
Hastily though, we arranged bayonetsI for a hand-to-hand encountor. WoI supposed thore was to be no quarter
ond we Intended holding the fort. Arf
the minutes passed and no enemy
came, wo knew wo were safe. Thorn
was loo many of us in ;:ie:e. nnd woo
to tho enemy if ho. came. It w;,s un¬
pleasant, for we could not see what
was going on. Foon one of the men
tiring, decided to climb out. As ho
reached the top a dozen bullets hit
him, and ha fell back dead. Another
tried It, nnd ho fell back badly wound-
ed. An officer gave orders that no one
else should nltompt It, ns it was cer¬
tain death and useless, nn wo were
safe; but there Is always some fool to
take chances.
Waiting half an hour. I began to

look around, and found I did not know|u man present, save thi* officer, a NonhJ Carolinian. I barf gotten out of lineJlu the charge, felt sure my brigade]I was buck at tho brow of the hill, and
j know I should be there with It. I be¬
gun to tighten my belt and straps for
a dash: asked the officer to notify tliej Fourth Georgia if I wan killed getting

j out. He paid he Knew nie and would,
but ndvif-ed ine not to go. I decided
to run up the hill In a zigzag v. v. y, not
in a straight line. Telling tho officer

j good-by, 1 climbed up tho bank, and!j at ihn top Jumped out and flew. Bc-
fore loavlng I thought of all tho badj habll.-i I had. and folt th.it there was

j one I could give up If I got out. of
Ihln eafoly.

As I ntepped over the dead artil¬
lery horse.B' bonds 1 thought I could
hoar hundreds of bullets ntrlke, and
us I slowly ascended tho steep hill
tb.o puffs of dust from tho flying bul¬lets waa llko hall from a clear alty. I
thought I would never reneh the top,and a bullet in I he back .would bo a
disgrace forever. My breath came
shorter and shorter; would I never
get there. A rabbit en mo along and
flew by me; I never noticed It, My
breath was coming from tho roof of
my mouth, but t kept on turning tho
brow, of the hill. I could see no Una
of troops; evorytbody wag behind irees,
and there wore not trees enough to
get "behind. Just before mo was an
officer and one aide. It waa the general
commanding the division. .Ho called

fast us I could, I oxplslnod tho sltua-« i
tlon. told him m'u luvd captured two
Ctinnon and tho gully waa full of
our men. i was hunting my brigade.
11« «uld my brigade wan over on tho
right; to uet behind a tree and real
and Join my brigade. I found a troo
sumo distance back, and. felling bo-
hlu.l It. nrniling i«t General Hoden tell -

irinie tu get behind a tree. Ao nodes
loft me, riding to brow of Mil, I
noticed his face blanched white, but!
ho never hesitated. Bullets were fly-
In« like hall; ho had heard them -be-
fore, and must seo what won going on.
lie was brave, and from that moment
had my highest regard, nesting a few
intitules, I began looking for thut lost'
brlgude. I went to IbA brow of the'
bill, und everybody was »t work
digging and building breastworks; tin
cups, tin plates, pockctkntves, tublo
knives, bayonets.anything that wouldlurii tip earth.and It was wonderful
how the hard earth yielded to willing[hands. Going up tho Hue, 1 found my
captain greeting me. "Whore tho
thunder have you been?" I explained.
Turning to l In- orderly, ho said:
"Send word back that llloell Is not
killed I'm reported." This was the sec- joitj time auch u report had been made,
but 1 wuu very much alive. I at. once
.lolned in building the breastworks, in '

about tvn minutes we got behind
what few wu had bullt, and repulsed
a terrible charge of thu enemy, who
were on us before wo knew It. ss wo
could not sec ten feet ahead of us.
t. ii minute*, later wo w<:re ruehcrl to
tile left of the pike, road to aid Gor- j'ion, who was being charged there,
iiepuialng the enumy there. we rushed
bark to our old position, Just in time
to repulse w. charge oetns made thero
fighting continually for an hour. At
.¦bort range we. wero again hastily or¬
dered to aid Gordon, who wae again
being charged on the left. It was dark,
and getting to Gordon's breastworks,
they sold for us' to go back; they
did not need us; but we fired a few
shots anyway.
He t ii n hi: lo our old position. . w e

went lo woik and completed our breast¬
works, getting reudy for the morrow,
und then lay down to r. St and sleep.
Our loss hail been seven: during the
day, but wo held mir position.In fact,
on the left hod gained some. Night
passed without disturbance, but at day¬
light uiir sklrinlshers were ut work,
i.nd about f' o'clock we repulsed another
chariro of ilu onomy. Now the aston¬
ishing pari of this charge. :u»d nearly
all tho charges, was that wo could not|
see ihe enemy until thoy were right
on ue and at . ir.ee range. Their loss
x«a9 very severe. The Third Corps,
under A. I'. Hill, Joined our light.
Their nxhtlriir on tho 5lh wan light.
Hy thin tine (irant found that l^e's en¬
tire, army was. Ill tho Wilderness, on
the Turnpike and Monk Roads. He
therefore massed his Iroopa on the
Plank Road, and on the morning of the
6th hurled his corps on A. I'. Mill's po¬
sition. For some reason this corps
gradually gave way before the repealed
charges of the enemy. They had a
man named Hancock, who bothered us
a great deal, making charge ni^i
Chars*. The- tiring was away to our
right In tho early morning, but grad¬
ually gave way until nearly to oiir
roar. It b^rjuii to look serloun, for we
knew It wkb our only way to get out.
Suddenly wo hears a fresh roll of mus¬
ketry, and r"und after round. Long?1
street bad arrived. Hill's linn halted,
reformed; recharged, and when night-'
fall cum» wan hack In lls old position
on our right. Grant's repeated charges,
with his Immense number of men. had
utterly failed In driving back in two
day s action the few cavalry that ha
had estimated our foroe at on the
morning of tho bth.
Early on the morntoig of the 6th

General Gordon conceived the idea and
ask"d permission of Ewell and Early
to make a dush on the enemy in his
front, Scdgwlck turn' his lines, como
rushing down, each division to join In
as he passed, ond turn tho battle Into a
second Chancellorsvllle. It was feas¬
ible, but Ewell and Early disagreed
to it. and It was not done. Eator Gen¬
eral Lee. came to tho left, and General
Gordon presented the facts to him. Ho
examined Into It. told Gordon to go
ahead, an.) OorJon. with his usual dash,
crossed the lines, hurled his force into
the enemy, drove them back, capturing
a large number of pr'sorJers. But 11
was too lato In tho day. Night had
come, and no further movement took
place. As night canio wo simply
crouched against tho breasworks, and
with our faithful guns In hand, closed
our cyca for nooded rest, broken occa¬
sionally by firing on the skirmish 1'ue.
At daylight on the 7th wc roused

and prepared for action, munching our
hard biscuits and washing them down
With water. For two days now wc
had had no timo to wash our faces,
and the powder smoke and dust did not
make US-Very presentable. Just at that
timo wo wero not running on our looks.
About 8 o'clock the enemy was charg¬
ing our breastworks again. As before,
they were on us beforu we could see
ilicm, but volley after volley of mus¬
ketry repulsed the charge. As they
retreated the skirmish lino followed
them, and wo were frco to caro for our
killed und wounded. About, an hour
later. Major Nash, commanding tho
sharpshooters, sent back to double tho
sharpahootlng line. This called for
two more men from oach company, and
my nunto was rtilloil.' I tried to beg
off, but could get nu one to lake my
piuce. About 200 yards out wc had
captured tha enemy's breastworks, mid
our skirmishers were using them. Ma¬
jor Nash said tho enemy had disap¬
peared from our front, and wo were to
go forward and develop them. I knew
this meant a rapid advance, and possi¬
bly a very rapid retreat. We began
to advance, and about half a mllo canio
lo a cross-country road. Hero the
major halted the line, saying wc wore
to hold this road at all hazards, and
the now skirmishers wero to wait thoro
until ho could, with hla regular line,
go forward and develop tho enemy. In
case ho retreated wo wero to hold tho
road. They went forward, looking back'
across the road. I noticed a thick,
tcraggy hodA all along the side, with
hero and thero a break. I selected tho
one T would uso If necessary, and
awaited developments. Tho Uno had
been gone for spmo time, going perhaps
half a. mile. Then wo heard a shot,
then another, then several, then a full
volley, evidently from a lino of battle.
They had been developed, ond wero
driving our skirmishers Hkn mint be¬
fore a wind. Soon tho lino ennio In
sight, and we braced ourselves to take
a hand; but there wero too many ot
thorn, and as Nnsh came to tho road
ho called for us to retreat, and I modo
for the break In the hodgo. Two oth¬
ers had selected the same place, hut
none of us used It. I Jumped to the
thinnest part- of the top, end fell
sprawling, but was up and away quick',
ly. Tho enemy was close on us, and
we had no time to tarry.
As I placed my hand on top leg of

breastworks a bullet grazed my ehoul-
der, struck the log near my hand, and
I simply rolled over tho breastworks,turning, and firing beck. Cheoklng the
enemy, skirmishing, then at close
range, continued balance of. day. When
night came we could rales up, stretch
ourselves, and stand around. MajorNash said y/e must send a vldette
out trom thls.potTit; of course, It fell

tht) Hue of battlo can aafoly alcop,
bocauso the altlrratsa line Is out In
front of It, and always a number of
the eklrmlehoro can sleep as others re¬
main awuke, but a vldette con never

sleep; ho Is always out tu front of
the other UneB and remains until ro-
llovcd. Ho given tbe signal of tho
enemy's advance, fires his -run at
tbeni, and rushes back to tho line, un¬
less killed in going, which waa fre¬
quently the case. I naked to be re¬
lieved at 12 o'clock, and was promised
relief. I'olnllnK to the lop of n cer¬
tain tree, 1 was 10 go thero and wnlt.
Behind that irec I bad been tiring
at tho enemy when night came. II
was only about fifty yard.-- out, but 1
wus fully an hour crawling to it.
About 10 o'clock, away off to the ex¬
treme right of our army, some four
miles, the boys sounded tho 'Itetiel
yell.' It was taken up by brigade af¬
ter brlgude; division after division,
ond corps after corps, gradually com¬
ing down the line: It was grand, euir-
plcrclug and Inspiring. I could not.
nor never understood why It was done;
simply some magnetic Influence In¬
spiring the whole line to send up tho
yell that always proceeded iho charge.
Down the lipo It continued until It
ceased at our brlgudu. t thought it
wus a. signal for a charge, n night
attack, on the, enemy. The enemy
thought si, too, nnd the followingmorning we learned that almost the en.
lire line of the enemy broke In the
utmost confusion, throwing away their
guns, und running back. We were
not aware of tills, however. About
thut hour tlrant took Up hlo line of'
march to seize Hpotsy] vanlu, hut our
own chief about tb" some hour ordered
l.ongst reel's corps to S-'potsylvanlii also,
ponetriitltig the move, of Grand and
utterly falling him In getting between
us und Richmond. This Wilderness hud
been fought and all our positions
held.
Our small numbers had been Used In

the felist iidvatitngc. The Second Corps
had never behaved better, ami look up
the new lln of march In the best of
"spirits. The enemy's looses in the
three days' battle In killed, wounded
nnd missing lias been estimated at
20,000 men. Our loss estimated a I
8.000.
X Northern writer describes the

country a* covered by "a dense under-
growt'n of low-limbed and ^crag>ry
pine.-, stiff and bristling chinkapins,
.-crub oaks ami hazel. It. Is a reffloh
of gloom and the shadow of death;
Manosuvrlng here was necessarily out
of tho question, and only Indian lac-l
IIrs told. The troops could only re¬
ceive direction b> a point of the com¬
mas, for not onlv were the lines of
battle entirely hidden from the right
of Iho commander, but no offb-cr could
see ten (lies on each side of him. Ar-
tlllery -was wholly ruled out of use:
tho massive concentration of !t>0 guns
stood silent, and only an occasional
pisce or section could be brought Into
play In the roadside. Cavalry was
Mill more useless. Rut in that horrid
thicket thero lurked 200.0n0 men. and
through 1». lurid lire* played, and.
though no array of battlo could he
seen, there eam# out of it« depths tho
roll and crackle of musketry like tho
noisy boiling of some bell-caldron that
told the drend story of dent'h."
A Southern writer describes the

struggle In equally vivid language:
"The land was sombre.a lnnd of
thicket, undergrowth, Jungle, ooze.
where men could not. nee each other
twenty yards off, and as-rault had to
bo made by the, compass. The fights
there wero not as easy as night at¬
tacks In opan country, for at nicht you
.can travel by thn stars. Pealh earns
unseen: regiments slurnbled on each
other, and nont swift destruction Into
each other's ranks guided by tho
crackling of the buehos. It was not

I war. Military manoeuvring, science;
had as little to do with It as night.
Two wild anlmnls were hunting each
other; when they heard each other's
steps they sprang and grappled. Th.i
conqueror advanced or went else¬
where.Here, In blind
wrestle as at midnight, did 200.00»
men In blue and grny clutch each other
.bloodiest and weirdest of encotin-
ters. .... On the low line of
the works, dimly seen in the thickets,
rested the muzzles spouting flame;
from the depths rose chcera; charges
were made and repulsed, the un*
scarcely seeing each other: men fell
and writ'hed and dlod unseen, their
bodies lost In the bushes, their death-
groans drowned in the steady, contin¬
uous, never-ceasing crash."

It was a horrlblo place for a battls-
flold. Our dead were burled In tho
tangled Jungles, where never a gentle
hand can nnd. Their hravo spirits
gone to Join their comrades gone be¬
fore

Christmas In the Army.
(By Captain N. W. West, of North

Carolina.)
"In January, 1862. Manly Battery

was encamped In North Virginia. With¬
in a mile of our encampment was
four companlos of tho Washington
Artlllerv. On Christmas night they

gave an entertainment, and I am going
lo tell you about it.

"These artillery boys worked llvo
weeks to git uy this entertainment.
They wero camped In a dense wood
of pine. For tho entertalnmoiit they
Cut down 275 pine trees about twelve
Inches In diameter nnd raised ihe.ni
about fourteen Inchon from the ground,
and those logs gave a seating capacity
lor about Ij.ou". Then the »tugu was
erected. The urllllory hoys visited the
Klrl3 for miles around and Borrowed
should, carpels, rugs, uhajrs, etc.. etc.
"un the night of lite ltrst play there

wem at Intervals, say of twenty to
twenty-live feet, great bonfires to keep
the audience warm, for trio weather
wag very >:oid, with no snow on the
ground. Th-? people for many miles
around, especially the girls, came to
the tirst night's entertainment, und
old vehicles of all kinds were nil
around th't entrance to the theatre.
"promptly at K o'clock the curtain

was run lip 'i he play was 'The Lady
of Lyons.' nnd all the actors were
boys from tin Washington Battery.
Tlic girls lent the 'Lady of Lyons'
and the other 'ladies' their costumes-
and the males borrowod their
clothes from tho farmers around. Tito
uniforms; of t'.io men were too funny
for anything. Tho girls tore up all
sorts, of colors to make the stripes,
epaulcttig, etc., 0:1 the uniforms. The
cocked hats of tho French officers were
.1 fling- long to he remembered.
"Hlght well was the play acted. The

applauso was an awful tvbel yell, and
when tho Lady of Lyon»' fell In a>
dead faint there way not a dry eye In
the audience. At intervals tho cur¬
tain behind the stage was lifted und
thi forest was soon with a thousand
lighted candles tied In tho trees. The
boys had broken Into the commissary
and helped themselvo8 to the candles,
climbed tho pines and lighted thorn.

"t'lider the canopy of hmtvon this
play of forty-nine yoara ogo I shall
always r»m»mliir.

"At the conclusion It was announced
that on the. next Saturday night tho
ploy would tie 'She Htoopa to Conquer.'
The plays were kept up overy Satur¬
day night for six weeks. I think tho
third p'.ay was 'Romoo and .lullet.' All
w;re enjoyed, and everybody at them
had a good time."

THE HAUV IN TUB BATTMS.

it will bo remembered that at the
battle of Frederloksburg, December
13, iscü. tho Confederates wore driven
out of the city on the 12th, and did
not recapture the, town and enter It
again till the 16th. On tho 12th tho
last regiment to leave tho place wan

the Twenty-tlrst Mississippi, said the
last mm', who brought up the rear,
being closely pressed bv the Invudlug
troops, was Buck Dehman. lie was a

Mississippi bear hunter, a superb spe¬
cimen of manhood, tall and straight,
broad-shouldered and deep.chested.
With the eye of an essfle ami a voice
like a bull of Bashan, he was rough
In ntanner as a bear and tender in
henrt a* a woman. When tho Invadors
were charging up tho principal street
and shells from tho alugo guns nr.ross
tho river wore bursting ovov tho house¬
tops, Buck T'ottman was kneeling bo-
hind a house-corner to take a last
shot. .lust u, hl« (inner trembled on
tho trlggar n littlo baby girl, threo
years old, toddled out an alley, and
with a Newfoundland dog ran aftor a

big shall that had spent Its force and
wr.s rolling nlong the pavement.the
dog snarling at It and the little girl
clapping her hands In gloe. To vosctio

tho child froth such deadly peril was

Buck's only thought. Without pausing
to considor ho rushed to her and gath¬
ered her to his bosom. Next there was
nothing to do hut run. which ho speed¬
ily did. pursued by shot and shell,
holding the baby with one arm and
trailing bis gun with tho other, an ho
sped up Marye's Heights to join Iii«
retreating comrades. And there behind
that historic stone wall and In the ad¬
jacent trenches from the 12th till tho
IRth of the cold December month.
while the shelit; were shrieking and
the storm of battle ragod.Buck fought
Biirnside and nursed tho bahy girl by
Iurn5. Never was child so cared for.
There wero other nurses as tiorco and
berir-llko as he who took turns patting
and soothing her and engaged In sharp
rivalry for h^r riulet slumber under
their soldier blankets. Couriers wero
aent far and near to prooure milk and
the camp ransacked for a dainty mors*l
of food. And so tho days and nights
wore on. When the Confederate^ re-

oaptured tho city on the lath, the
Twenty-first Mississippi w-BB the first
to cuter and what happened as they
passed with yells and shouting through
tho streots may bo best told by Buck
himself as reported by Adjutant Stiles,
who publishes tho story: "I was hold¬
ing tho bahy high, adjutant, with both
arms, when abovo all the rsckot 1
heard a woman Scream. Tho next
thing 1 know I was covered with calico
and sh* fainted on my breast I
caught hor before sho fell, and, laying
bor down genii", put hor baby on hor
bosom. Shs was most tho prettiest
thing I ever looked at, and her eyes
wero shut; and.and.I hopn Godil
fnrsflvo me, but I klssod her Just onoo."

Virginia Ghosts.
Always at Cnrlslmaa tldo it Is our

custom to give somotalng different
from our usual genealogy. On several
Christmas days, or the Sunday next to
Christmas, wo have gono back Into
fur back periods and glvan a picture
of old ChrlstmaH parlies. We have dono
this so often that wo are going to

chango our custom to-day and tell
what, we can find about Virginia
ghosts. Thero nra not as many as wo

thould like to Und, but wo are going to
Introduco tlicrin to our readers at Ihd
season when ghosts should walk
about, even If they don't.

Ghosts, of Old. Virginia.
Sorna aro born to seu ghosts como

Into this strange world by way of ft

tester bod In a big room In a rambling
country house. 'I here Is a house which
f;\ce3 the bold York niver. In Glouces¬
ter county, and the lawn la bounded'on
one side by Werocomoco Bay.on
which (wn maintain) onoo stood oM
rowhalan's wigwam In which Foea-
honias rescued Jdhu Smith. The first
tomb In the graveyard bears the dato
1GS5. and. In this olS houso ghosts have
been seen.

Virginia children" of long ago heard
much of ghosts from their mammies,
and perhaps fhls UM-long superstition
..planted In tho subsoil of the soul by
a bnlovod mammy.It one of those
curliest Impressions Whloh are most
lusting. On tho other' hand, somo of
tho mo*t earnest ihlnltets of to-day be¬
lieve In spiritual slgntlicanoe, and claim
that when our spirits' ire Sufficiently
tuned wo shall, evon Id this mortal
body, penetratn the great unseen.
Thore Is a certain numbor of super¬

stitious laws which "have been con¬
stantly verified In my', life. I" pannol
explain them. J j-juyt "believe In them.
My colored mammy initiated mo Into
many mysteries. Seriously a-he Inform¬
ed m«:

"Friday night's dream on Saturday
told

Conies to pass however so old."

Consequently,'.after any distinctive
find .peouliac dream. I would aek wh'sn
r awoke: , "Is, it Friday night, mam-

|my!"If-It was, or rattier had been, and

my vision w.as gloomy, T kept silent.
H my vision was pleasant I hustoncd
to relato It, ore I broke my fast.
Ono Friday my motlior left mo for

all night, tlto very lirst tlmo I bail been
so long- bereft of her presence. Sho
was coining back on Saturday. Friday
night I dreamed that my grnndfatlicr
camo In hla "sulky" In tho early morn¬

ing to toll mo that my mother -was so

sick sho could not Toturn that day.
"Mammy," I called before light. "I

dreamed mama was s'ek and couldn't
come home."

"Derc, now!" deposed tho gable oracle
who seemed never to slumber nor sleep
'.en she is.I lay. Ain't I toll you 'bout
tolling Friday-night drcanvn 'foro you
cat? You mustnt disreinombor. chile."
Tho dream caino too true, my mother

was very ill ond stayed away a long
time, and superstition gained a atrong
foothold In ray young faith.
My first ghost was a queer one.

rather might It be called tho embodi¬
ment of vicious materiality. "When 1
was a little girl and holding tight,
my mammy's hand I was going through
the groat drawing-room about dusk.
"Dur It is.'foro Oord!" my mammy

!»3ld as wa eourrlad along over tho
rose-slrewn canpoL "Da boas! do
beas!.eyes ahlnd Ami 0>es afore!"
Crouched by the window was a crea¬

ture of abnormal size and shapo and
very torrlble. Its coat was yellowish
and shaggy, and from lls great head'
gleamed two glaring eyes which gilt-
tcred over tho darkness of tho hit '

room. Tho beast kept, still, but my
hair aroso and my feet turn Id. to lead.
I can see It plainly now, nnd thero In
no explanation, try T nover so hnrd to
find it.
Ono night as wo played In our flrc-

llt nursery thero was n sound Over¬
head. We looked at the. "oracle" rfii!iv
sho answered: "Po ols mlnE.-die are.
rockln' her chllo."
We got very closa together. "Where,

mammy?"
"Up dar." Sho p-afnled to the garret.

"'Twos my Tnarsler's.yo' grandpa's
ma. She lef her loetln baby one co-o-
old winter night, en sho went |o Marso
.Toonis Dabne.y's pa's to a party. Do
chile had de croup.en he -was dado
when «ho cum back. Ho was sick
'foro she went. Sho moaned, on sho
pined, in sho she died. Den do rockln'.
"Cy" (her husband) have seen h.--1, en
we all kin ree her now If w-e go *, p de
fat-let. "BIp! VIp! blp'" went the old

wooden cradl*. but not ono of u» seem¬
ed lo wish to ku up lu see It.

"Hip! blp! bin"' At first I would
draw ouvur over my hood and llo
sleepless. Afterwards I got bold
quotigh to pcop through the cot holo
In the enrrot door If tho sun was shin-
ltig. and cum I crept up by myself
and looked at tho funny llttlo cradle. |

"l.ct'a burn It up. mammy." I ven¬
tured to suggest after a night of vio¬
lent rocking.
"No.no,'" ohi answered, ""Mi olo

miss' repentance. Sho got to cum en
rock 'foro sho gits good and nettled
up M>nder. Who lef* her chile.you
see."

As wp lay tuckod up In our fteds,
mammy would rock also and croon:
"u God.my heart.Is fixed.la Used!
Ilxod! fixed! fixed! o.God.my heart
Is Ilxod," and tho wind would howl
over tho chimney tops, and tho screech
on would cry from the weeping wil¬
low limbs, and tho llttlo wooden cradle
would go 'hip.blp.blp.'"
When I was about eight years old

my mother nnd I. on a lonely spring
evening, walked to the front gato. As
we stood gazing upon tho last tints
of tho sunset. Aunt Sally Johnson, a
lino olr negress, came along the road
driving home her cows. She Btoppcd
to greet us, hor cows browsing tho
sweet grass along the road bod. Tho
sun was cold down, and shrilly upon
tho stillness fell th* crow of a lusty
cock.
"Hin.urn." said A^rnt Sally, "roostor

crow after sundown sho" sign of
death." Sho made for her unwilling
kino, and we "watched her striding
along in her skimp cotton frock until
she got out of sight.
Tho next day company came for

dinner. Aunt Bally was the neighbor¬
hood "cake-makor." and my mother
sent me over the fielda to hor houso to
got her to mako hor a "bnttor-sponge,"
X trotted along In tho dreamy sun-
*hlnn, pulling the flowers that bloomed
In my way. When I got to Aunt Sal¬
ly's her husband. Undo Chlllos. wa;i
rested In the squoro llttlo yard maido
hard and bare by tho constant picking
of tho restless henH. Ho was loaning
on hin hickory stick and looked very
grave "Where's Aunt Sally?" I asked
cheerily, glad for tho prospect of a
"butter-sponge."
Unclo ChlUes raised his ntlch solemn¬

ly and pointer to hla houso door. Off
I ran and stopped suddenly Just with¬
in the threshold. Upon the wide four-
poster was a rigid form covered with
a snowy sheet. I heard again the
cock'n shrill cry after sunsot, and
Aunt Sally's words.but 'how. how'
was my terrified query. 'how| did the
roostor know?*
A few years later I was watching

a. ebautlful voting aunt as sho tried
on a eoft,^ filmy gown. Suddenly sho
fairly toro'lt off. crying: "Ah! mot ah!
mo!" and put her auburn head into hor
mother's lap weeping as If her hoart
would break.

It waa not long before she lay very,
very still In tho s&nte soft wihlto sown
.sho must have caught tho far notes
of God's call as she tried It on.
The ghosts of "Timber NeoU," my

birthplace, wero the great beast which
crouched In the drawing-room and a
toll old woman In graveclothoa with si
whlto 'kerchief tied under her chin.
Neither could bo explsinod. and their
uppearanco had no apparent signifi¬
cance. When there was gny company In
the drawing-room ¦the old woman
would appear oiitsldo tho window. Ono
of tho company would aeo her and ex¬
claim: "There sho In t" then a liutih
would fall upon t.ha crowd.
Of summer afternoons when the fam¬

ily sat upon the porch aha would stand
within tho drawing-room and wistful¬
ly look out. T never saw her. and I mn
sorry.-but those I truntcd did. Minor
events always occur -to mo after certain
sensations.
My rioEo Itches violently and en un¬

expected guest comes. My right eye¬
lid quivers and ooon I weep. My left
lid quivers and something makes me
tnugh. When tho death knoll peals
within my oar, 1 am afraid; I pray.
riacos must posneHs age "before they

can claim tho privtloge of a ghost.
They must have the dust of years In
the garrets, and old things ahout b«'
foro the disembodied will honor them.
Whoever could imagine a g/host in a
gilt choir or a folding bcdT They
haunt mellow places, and flit aibout
wtulimcoted rooms, and dart up bvoud
stairways ovor which a century or
nioro hau rolled.
Virginia hus ghosts, but not one In-

ntanoo exlatn of a new house holding
one. Thero must be timo enough for
hlircory. ere mystery will prevail.

Thomas J. Hudson.that sclenttflo
explorer of mental therapeutics.af¬
firms without hesitation that "Impalp¬
able shapes rcßcnthling persona de¬
ceased do from timo to timo appearto tho living." This fact, more sim¬
ply put, was Impressed upon my mind
In the years of my adolescenco by tho
colored folk In whom tlion r had morn
faith than, probably, j now hitvo in
this eminent psychical authority.
Aiter my first six years of existence

T was promoted from tho nursory to
my grandmother's chamber, from a
truckle-hed to a carved tester, to which
I climbed nightly over four polished
mahogany steps. There I lay watch¬
ing the, leaping shadows on tho wall
and listening to tho smothered conver¬
sation of "Quetta" and "Tlldy"; the
j'ormor, my grandmother's maid; tho
latter, mine. They didn't mean mo to
liff.tr, but my cars woro sharp.
Ono cold night, tho sloot was rat¬

tling against tho shutters and tho wo¬
men wero whispering by tho fire.

"Dllsey. Jack's gwino way film us,"Quotta deposed.
"How so?" Tlldy asked.
"Shc'B 111 olek. nnd sho done feel

her olekness comln' on her somo time.
She cum to mn ono mornln' an' sho
Bay: 'Good mornln", Quetta, how youfCCl?' 'I don' fool po good, Sla Dllsey.'
T say: "How you feel?' 'Lord. Quetta,'.*:ho say, i gwino havo a spell. T done
dream a woman cum to mo twlco on'
ban' nie n satchel.'
."You sho' ain't t»ko It, Sis Dllsey?'I axed.
"'Veil f Is. Quctto, an' each timo do

woman g|v it to mo sho say, "I.arc.I
tho.sting.of.death."
"'Umph, Sis Dllsey.' I say. 'that's

a r.uro sign, and tho wora kind,' 'cause
I know. Tlldy. when sho tell mo she.
had tooit that satchel sho was gwino
ter die, an' Just like I tell you It's no.
Dll«ey is 111 sick. Sho gwino way fum
uo."
Tho next day Dllscry dlod. and there

wajj a weird fascination in tho sight
Of the plantation carpenter fashioning
poor Dllsey'js cofUn. Thoy had a wake.
of course, and sang with quaveringvariations:

I"Hark! from the tomb, » mournful
eound

Mine' ear* attend the cry "

My pent -up emotion found, vent In
TildyY, Htm». "If she Just hadn't tak¬
en that satchel!" I moaned.

"Yos. but sh* did!" won TUdy's
rather condemnatory answer.'
Soon after th!* Tlldy 'began "seek-

tng." Krstwhllo a joyous handmaiden,
r.ow her faco was ashen, her steps
alow, hor Mlonco altogether depress¬
ing. For months, sho scarcely ate or

slc.pl. Was she ^jolng ,o d.le. I

thought. "Hud aho ucccpted a. aatohot
or heard tho cry of a cock whoa Uta
tun was down."
Always when T awoka Quetta wasi

standing by tho bedpost on lay gr&ndi
iiiother'a sldo. and Tlldy by tho ppst
on my sldo of tho bed.

Ono morning my post had no Dup-s
porter, and as I ralsod mysolf up
Quetta w-hlsperod: "THdy's through."

I qullo comprehended from Quotta'a)
expression that to bo through was,
very nice, and oa aho pointed to tho
window I jumped up and wont to-
wardn It.

Thero was Tlldy, below, surrounded,
by men and women, shaking hands
with every ono and telling her experi¬
ence with cheerful vohtblllty.
Quolta and I watched this scone

eagorly, and of a suddon Quetta's feel¬
ings burst tha hounds of propriety und
she shrieked: "Olo mlBa!.Tlldy done
got religion!"

It broke like a bomb upon tho still
room, and startled my grandmother
from her dlgnltted slumber.
No sooner had Tlldy gained her rich

and awful experience, and drawn her
foot from tho miry clay and placod
them upon the roclc of ages, than
Quetta got "trtcked." She had scon
two sticks crossod at hor house door,
and although sho had put them down
almost the mlnnto sho had picked thorn
up, tho mlBChlof wan done. Mho
couldn't got well until she saw tho con¬
jurer going away in Pro, and It took
a long time for her to do that.

These strango experiences In the
lives of my faithful friends, and tho
sufferings consequent thereto, fastened
my reflections upon tho supernatural,
and from that moment to this I havo
aspired to bo a "percipient," and havo
eagorly llstoned to tho evidential testi¬
mony of spiritistic communication.
A psychical phenomenon which has*

como within my oxporlonco In tho de¬
parture of tho spirit of a living person
or tho perception of that certain per¬
son In an entirely different spot from
where t.ho real body tc; In other wyords.
sensory perception of tho astral body,
or bllucation.
Our old housekeeper. Miss Luoy

Elowern.was for many yoars on the
retired list. She novor cdtno down un¬
less thn day was warm, nnd rarely
oven then. One. day nt dlnnor (tho
windows gave on a long, wldo veranda)
all of us .tow Miss J.ucy limping tip
and down thn porch. t?ho woro a snuff,
brown capo, walked with a atlck which
cltcked on tho floor, and upon her head
was a white wool nubta.
"Go and a-sk Miss l/ucy If sho ha»

beon to dlnnor," my grandfathor oatd
to tho servant

'"Sho ain't th°ro." tho servant de¬
poned when ho returned.
Later Mian T.ttoy assured us that ah*

had not moved all day; and Quetta de-
posod also that at dinner tlmo sho and.
Miss Lucy had been wlndiug yarn.
Miss Lucy cvldenUy had projected tb

phantasm Into our present*;.
At ono tlmo wo had several guests.-

among them a. lady and hor little girl-
.Ellen Byrd McCandllsh. A long walk;
had boon planned (or a certain even¬
ing, but tho Mtl.» girl.-quite of an ngo
with nte.got very naughty, and in¬
stead of being allowed to go to walk,
was put upon a "Crlckot" behind a bluo.
and gold moroon curtain which hnngf.
from tho drawing-room window.
Wo walked alons a white lovel road*

which was skirted by a grove of scrub¬
by plum bushes. Just before wo reach¬
ed tho plum hushes Ellen Byrd
emerged therefrom nnd went skipping
Up tho road.
Sho wan about two hundred yards

ahead of us. irer hair was red and
bobbed sally an sho ran along, and thn
blues and greens of her plaid frock
woro vary plain.

Itor mother called her lustily, and
was most Indignant nt hor disobedience.
Nona of the party could understand
how sho got so far ahead. Suddenly
aho darted Into tho woods and disap¬peared.
When wo returned homo Ellen Byrd

was behind thn bluo and gold curtain,
her sunny head upon tho window seat
and bar eyes closed,
Her mother chlded hor for her decep¬

tion, hut soon secured ample proof that(
Ellen Byrd had never moved from hep.
Beat.

I Buppoeo hor desiro to bo with tho
party was ho strong that It projected
a telcpathlo vision on tho country
road.

Aflor I was married n»y husband, a.

goutleman friend and I had a curlouu
mid-day vision.
My husband.-a lawyer.had a client.

.Mr. Hlnkle.who on tho day beforo
hnd Informed him that ho should starts
on tlio morrow (tho day of our ex¬
perience) for Philadelphia to bring hlsr
wife and two daughters home.
As wo throo walked along a narrow-

road to the courthouse we heard thai
rumblo of a vehicle bohlnd. Present¬
ly Mr. Hlnklo's well known horso.s
came In sight; one Iron gray, tho other
black. In tho carriage, which waa
four-sealed and open, sat Mr. and Mrs.
Uinklo on tho front seat, and tho two
girls behind.
Tho gcnilomon lifted their hats, and

I called: "You aro back sooner than
you expeotod!" The occupants of tho
cnrrlagc seemed not to hear, but drove
very rapidly past.

Tho courthouse.a ono street vll-*
läge .was In sight. Thero was no turn
of the road before It was readied. Wo
snw tho carriage roll Into tho village,
and my hushnnd quickened his pace, fov
he was confident that Mr. Hlnkle wish¬
ed to see him: but the carriage had not
slopped, nor had it boon scon by any
of the linlf-dozen lotingors who woro*
about the. streit.

In tho mouth of throo witnesses wan
this fact established. There wan no
mistaking tho carriage or tho IXlnkles,
for tha land was flooded with a noon*
day suu.
Who can explain it?
Mr. Hlnkle wan on his way to Phila¬

delphia at that particular moment to
meet his wifo ami daughters, who
wero lu that city.

T.ast August ( 1905) I had tho experi¬
ence of seeing a young man, perfect^
ly distinctly, In a different spot froni
that In which he really was.
A friend Asked mo to play bridge

upon a certain night. T was already'
engaged to pay a short visit to a neigh¬
bor, but I agreed to play If a young
mau of our acquaintance, could not.
This young man.Edmund Berkeley

.whon aske.i to play replied thnt tin
had a business engagement which
would certainly detain him until 0
o'clock. If no later 1m would como
around.
My visit to my neighbor lantcd until

about 9, and an I passed my friend'n
houso sho was standing at an opon.
window, the room was brilliantly light¬
ed, and Edmund Berkeley In a welV':
known ll£iu gray suit stood beold»
her.
"As Edmund hau conn, I will go

home,'' I called as I reached Iho wlm
dow. .

"Edmund is not here." she an.vwerWrf-
. and sure enough. In a twinkling,'
Edmund had disappeared. 'Had my.,'
mind, surcharged with Edmund's com¬
ing, t'.irow.i a telepathic ph.tnt.antn in-f.
to tho window of my friend1, -*vln>,'.'
turned around suddenly nnd then In-.:
formed me to my own satisfaction.'lht*V
Edmund had not t.e>r» In -tho house ee<!
cardiRg to her know It Ig.*.-or 'aid h*vf :.i


